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SUB-THEME 1: THE VOTER TURNOUT: A SUFFICIENT INDICATOR TO ASSESS 

THE QUALITY OF A DEMOCRATIC ELECTION?  

By Dr. FLAN Moquet César, Doctor of Political Science, Director of the Centre of Political 

Research of Abidjan (CPRA) 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The voter turnout is a measure which indicates the quantitative value of registered who recorded 

the vote. Clearly, if we have an electoral list with 100 registered from which 70 registered voted, 

the turnout is 70%. The turnout of the presidential election in Côte d'Ivoire in the three previous 

elections are respectively: 2000: 37.4%; 2010: 83.7% (1st round) and 81.1% (2nd round ) ; 2015: 

52.8 %. The passage from the exponential rate of 80% on average in 2010 to a rate of 52.86 % in 

2015 was subject to many interpretations. For some, the turnout of 2015 is satisfactory and 

sufficient. For others, it is low. Note that for many, in 2015 the turnout was the real issue of the 

election (national and international press, political and diplomatic circles). 

 

Therefore, this situation raises the following questions: what is the importance of the turnout? At 

what point can we be satisfied with the voter turnout? Is there an ideal turnout? What are the 

reasons for the decline in the turnout from 2010 to 2015? What do we have to do in order to have 

a high turnout? 

 

 

I- THE VOTER TURNOUT: AN IMPORTANT CRITERION FOR DEMOCRATIC 

QUALITY OF A BALLOT  

 

Here, the role (A) and the explanatory factors (B) of the turnout will be analyzed. 

A-Roles of the turnout 

The turnout has three main roles:  

-First, it lends credibility to the electoral process;  

-Then, it expresses the support of the population to the electoral process;  

-and finally, it legitimates the winning candidate and his power.  

Apart from these roles mentioned above, the turnout may be due to certain factors. 
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A- Factors explaining the turnout...  

The analysis requires the consideration of the political participation parameter. The electoral 

participation is a form of the manifestation of political participation. Here, the concern is to 

highlight the factors that influence the turnout in general and to try to explain why we have 

passed from a rate of about 80 % in 2010 to a rate of about 53 % in 2015. 

… in general 

There are various factors that influence the turnout. 

Political participation in general, and voter turnout in particular, are limits to politics, in the sense 

that democracy as well as dictatorship cannot favor it. In addition, there is the fact that politics is 

in competition with other occupations such as the working life, entertainment, hobbies, health 

etc. 

Another factor that has a considerable impact on the turnout is the lack of political education. 

Indeed, many citizens know nothing of politics. How can we engage in a process of unknown 

contours, subtleties, whose basic rudiments are not mastered? 

There is also illiteracy, which represents a rate of 51% of the Ivorian population (UNESCO 

source). This reality is a barrier to the turnout and simply to the political participation, to the 

extent that people cannot get any political information. 

 

Furthermore, studies show that socio-economic and cultural differences influence the political 

participation. Political participation increases with the social level that is estimated on the basis 

of education and income levels, so eventually on the basis of the profession. But many Ivorians, 

especially young people aged between 18 and 35 (77 % of the general population) face 

unemployment. Among these elements, illiteracy is especially the most critical. 

 

...in the 2015 presidential election in Côte d’Ivoire  

The factors that explain the turnout in the presidential election in 2015 in Côte d’Ivoire are, on 

the one hand, linked to the post-election crisis and its impact on the social cohesion, and on the 

other hand, they are linked to the politician himself. Indeed, the post-election crisis, with at least 

its four thousand deaths and the massive violations of human rights, has caused a deep trauma in 

the population vis-à-vis politics. Today, as the main consequence of the crisis, many Ivorians 
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despair of politics and in the worst cases they are scared by the electoral process. A feeling that 

reconciliation is not completed prevails. And this is not only observed in the political domain, 

but also in the whole society and on the social networks. 

 

Purely, at the political level, it is essential to consider the boycott called by some political 

opposition figures despite a very strong mobilization of supporters of the candidate in power 

against that boycott. The boycott has increased the state of psychosis among the population.  

 

Also in regard to politics, the less credible presentation of the offer of some candidates can be 

raised. In fact, hearing or reading of some their programs, we do not know very well what they 

want to do in Côte d’Ivoire. These are factors that, in our view, have contributed to the decline in 

the 2015 turnout that remains well below that of 2010. 

 

The turnout in the presidential election of 2010 was exceptional due to the extreme polarization 

and the fact that people saw in this election the ultimate opportunity to end the conflict situation 

in which Côte d’Ivoire was plunged for nearly a decade. In view of what is said above, the 

turnout is an important indicator for a democratic election. However, we can ask if the voter 

turnout constitutes sufficient data to assess a democratic election. 

 

II- OTHER CONDITIONS FOR DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS  

Apart from the turnout that represents an important index to judge a democratic election, there 

are other equally important criteria. Indeed, to be qualified as democratic, an election must be:  

-universal: open to all, without taking into account the criteria such as race, income, ethnicity, 

gender, region, religion etc.  

-free: voters express their choice without external pressure (intimidation, threats, physical 

violence, "buying" of votes etc.) 

-secret: in strict confidentiality of the vote. the secrecy of the poll guarantees the freedom to 

vote.  

-direct: each voter / elector directly votes by himself.  

-and finally fair: A vote is equal to another vote. 

 



5 
 

In addition, an election must be a selection. It is the existence of alternatives that give the 

election its democratic feature.  

At this stage of our reflection, we can say that the turnout is an important but not sufficient 

criterion for assessing the democratic quality of elections. Also, the turnout is a relative concept. 

To better appreciate this rate, you have to practice to comparative politics. A turnout is high or 

low as compared with another turnout.  

However, it is desirable to have the turnout as high as possible because it gives credibility, it 

testifies the support of the people in the process, and it legitimates power.  

 

III WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A HIGH TURNOUT?  

These recommendations fall into three categories: short (A), medium and long term (B) 

recommendations. 

 

A- Short-term recommendations  

For the parliamentary elections, communication and information will be emphasized. This will 

show to citizens the importance of parliament for the democratic balance of the system. It is the 

Parliament which is the place par excellence of democratic expression. The interest of society is 

the insurance that parliament is representative. 

 

As the long and numerous crises that Côte d'Ivoire has experienced are a factor which negatively 

impacted the turnout of the election of October 2015, it will then make it a point to achieving 

national reconciliation. Not only the horizontal plane (that is to say, between communities, 

between groups and former fighters) but especially to the vertical plane (that is to say, between 

the rulers and society). This is to send a strong signal towards national reconciliation. 

 

B- The medium and long-term recommendations  

They are related to the politician in his relationship with society; in other words the type of 

relationship that exists between the body politic (the sphere of the rulers) and the governed must 

always be governed by the collective interest: politics is at the service of society. This could 

lead more people to join the electoral process. Furthermore, it should encourage political training 

in Côte d’Ivoire: insisting on democratic and civic values, emphasizing the value of politics.  
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In this perspective, good governance could play a vital role. It results in a better distribution of 

wealth and opportunity. This could lead citizens to be interested in politics, not to despair of 

politics and politicians. Thus, good governance could encourage increased political and voter 

turnout. 

 

We should also emphasize the policy of national education (construction of many schools, 

compulsory education, teacher recruitment etc.). This will overcome illiteracy and increase 

literacy rates. Here are some recommendations that, in our view, could significantly help raise 

the turnout in Côte d’Ivoire. 

 

CONCLUSION  

To the question of knowing whether the turnout is a sufficient indicator to assess the democratic 

quality of elections, we answer negatively. Yet, the turnout is an important indicator, but it is not 

enough. There are additional requirements to certify the democratic nature of an election. 

However, due to the importance of the turnout, we will strive to work to improve it. 
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SUB- THEME 2 

BIOMETRIC TABLET AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION: OPPORTUNITIES 

AND LIMITATIONS  

By Bamba Sindou , President of the Coalition of Ivorian Actors for Human Rights ( RAIDH ) 

and member of the Platform of Civil Society of Election Observation in Côte d’Ivoire (POECI) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION   

In the quest for methods to avoid the scenario of the post-election crisis in Côte d’Ivoire in 2010, 

and also to strengthen the confidence of election stakeholders on issues of transparency and 

accountability in the organization of the poll, the need for a reliable electoral process, transparent 

and democratic has been ardently felt. To meet this requirement, the use of methods including 

Technology of Information and Communication (TIC) has increased in activities related to the 

organization of elections in Côte d'Ivoire.  

 

Indeed, for the holding of the presidential election of 2015, Côte d’Ivoire has experienced a 

process that has already proven in several African countries such as Egypt, Ghana and Kenya: it 

is the biometric process.  

 

This method was used through biometric tablets for several operations in each polling station on 

the day of the presidential election: an innovation that raises concerns among various election 

stakeholders (voters, political parties, civil society organizations, media ...) is under study.  

 

The setting up of this technology related to biometric tablets in our electoral system leads us to 

answer many questions. Our concern is first to know what the biometric tablet is; secondly, to 

understand its different uses in activities related to the organization of elections in Côte d'Ivoire; 

then to assess its impact in the Ivorian experience of 25 October 2015; and finally, we will 

discuss its necessity and reference conditions for its use in the organization of an election. 
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I. CONCEPT AND DEFINITION  

Talking about the concept of biometric tablet (C) means to give our view point about the concept 

of biometrics (A) due to its importance before dealing with the tablet (B).  

 

A. BIOMETRICS  

According to Planet Biometrics, the biometric identification is a method based on physiological 

features, namely fingerprints, hands, face etc.; namely what one is.  

 

It is a reliable identification process because it allows authentication of a person on the basis of 

recognizable and real data of his own contrary to classic methods which are, in their turn, based 

on what one owns (card, badge, paper etc.), or on what we know (a name, a password).  

 

These classic methods are obviously based on means of identification that can be used to 

impersonate a third party. Thus, biometrics is a technology developed to meet the growing needs 

of recognition, authentication and identification. 

 

B. TABLET  

The tablet is a computer hardware that is halfway between a computer and a mobile phone, 

essentially equipped with digital technology and connected to the internet. It allows to 

communicate and exchange information in a very short time. 

 

 

C. BIOMETRIC TABLET  

Biometric tablet is at first glance an ordinary touch pad with a screen between 7 and 10 inches, 

running Android operating system and communicates via the cellular network, Wi-Fi or 

Bluetooth. But what makes it special is the two biometric sensors that includes a high-definition 

camera and a fingerprint reader. Thus, the biometric tablet is a tablet that is used to collect data 

such as identities, and conducts a verification by comparing with either fingerprint with the 

technique of fingerprint recognition, or captures images with the technique of facial and/or eye 

recognition. Hence, it is sufficient for a person who is the subject of a digital biometric 
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identification, for instance, to lay a finger on the biometric tablet screen to automatically view 

his displayed coordinates and picture. 

 

 

II. THE ROLE OF THE BIOMETRIC TABLET IN THE 2015 PRESIDENTIAL 

ELCTIONS IN CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

 

The Biometric tablet is a communication technology that collects personal data and verify 

identities in general. It was used in Côte d’Ivoire during the presidential elections of 2015 for the 

registration of voters on the electoral list on the one hand (A), and for their authentication on the 

voting day (B) on the other hand. 

 

A. THE ROLE OF BIOMETRIC TABLET WHILE RECORDING VOTERS ON THE 

ELECTORAL LIST  

 

Biometric tablet has played a key role during the phase of voters’ registration on the electoral 

list. These tablets were used to perform the biometric registration of new applicants. This should 

mean that the registration on the list was based on unchangeable information including 

biographical data, a facial image and the fingerprints of all the ten fingers of each voter. At the 

end of each day of recording, the collected data were sent to the central system to carry out all 

the checking due to software ABIS (Automated Biometric Identification System).  

 

Indeed, being unique to each individual, the fingerprints were directly recorded in a database (a 

fingerprint = one person = one vote). There is almost no risk of fraud with the biometric 

verification system. For example, duplicates are easily detectable and may be corrected and 

canceled. 

 

B. THE ROLE OF BIOMETRIC TABLET FOR VOTING  

At the stage of actual voting the biometric tablet allows comparing the biographical information 

carried on the voter’s identification card with information written down on the electoral list. 

When the information matches, the in-barcode of the list is scanned and the voter’s picture 
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appears on the screen of the device. If the picture matches, the fingerprint of the voter is scanned. 

If the biometric verification is confirmed, the voter is inked and a ballot is delivered to him. 

Otherwise, the agent is alerted by a red light signal and he takes the necessary measures.  

 

The biometric tablet has made it possible to ensure that only the registered on the electoral list 

voted and a voter could not vote more than once. 

 

 

III. ADVANTAGES AND LIMITS OF THIS TECHNOLOGY  

The use of the biometric tablet, despite having a visibly positive impact (A) on the electoral 

process, suffered from incompleteness that exposes its limits (B). 

 

 

A. THE ADVANTAGES OF THE BIOMETRIC TABLET  

Concerning the advantages, one can note that in the biometric electoral systems, the biometric 

tablet enhances the electoral process which undoubtedly leads to the strengthening of the 

democratic process of the user country. Being mobile, this technology allows at first to register 

citizens living far from places of residence previously recorded on the electoral roll. Hence, no 

one is excluded from the electoral process with this technology. So, the inclusiveness that a 

reliable electoral process requires is valuable with this technology.   

 

Then, it allows us to have a precise electoral base, credible and secured because it is supplied 

with significant cryptography and security options that allowing case of theft, to automatically 

erase all its data at the first attempt of intrusion; something which visibly fights against fraud.  

 

Finally, it helps prevent identity fraud by reading ID cards and 2D barcodes (double size). It is 

possible to check that the voter is actually on the list and has not already voted. In addition, 

biometric technology can be customized and enhanced to effectively address the need for the 

current election as it was the case in Kenya. 
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B. THE LIMITS OF BIOMETRIC TABLET  

Being a device, the computer tablet has two major limits that are its failure and its insufficient 

level of mastery of its use.  

 

The failure of the tablets must be regarded as a limited autonomy: failures related to their use in 

the work field and their required use. They can also turn off or stop working unexpectedly. Also, 

their use becomes difficult even impossible in areas not covered by the telephone and internet 

networks. 

 

Concerning the inadequacy of the level of mastery of its use, it is due to the innovative nature of 

this technology in the electoral process which results in an electoral officials’ problem of mastery 

of this tool. This was the case during the 2015 presidential elections in our country. 

 

IV. THE NECESSITY OF THE USE OF THE BIOMETRIC TABLET IN THE 

ORGANIZATION OF ELECTIONS  

Biometric tablets are needed in the organization of elections because they ensure its transparency 

(A) and save time in the announcement of the results (B), a guarantee of the strengthening of the 

quality of the democratic process.  

 

A. TRANSPARENCY OF ELECTIONS  

Transparency requires an electoral process free from fraud, clear, inclusive and accepted by all. 

That's the obvious need that meets the biometric tablet.  

 

This technology is indebted to the promise of transparent elections because on the one hand, it 

ensures that those who vote are only people meeting the requirements, and on the other hand, it 

is an effective means of prevention against electoral fraud.  

 

This technology has proven itself in elections in Ghana in December 2012, Egypt in 2014 and it 

helped the Egyptian government to secure the electoral process during the constitutional 

referendum and presidential elections in 2014; and the same in Kenya where it supported the 
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independent Commission in the establishment of electoral boundaries and the updating of a 

specific and credible electoral register. And it is therefore increasingly required in African 

democracies; even developed countries use it. 

 

 

B TIME GAINING  

Another challenge in the electoral process is the time for the announcement of results because 

longer that time is, the more suspicions arise among voters and the risk of calling into question 

the results becomes plausible. This technology is still a response to this concern when it is used 

to carry real-time turnout of all voting sites because the operator performs on one device all 

administrative tasks (data recording, read the ID card, sending of electoral data, etc.) without 

using a computer and multiple drives. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The biometric process is an innovation for the recognition, identification and authentication, 

which has kept all its promises in the organization of the 2015 presidential elections in Côte 

d’Ivoire despite a few shortcomings.  

It is a useful, reliable and necessary process in the transparent organization of elections without 

claim. 

 

However, whatever the reliability of this technology, it must still be supported by the well-

trained and committed to respecting democratic principles. 

 

As it is reliable in the organization of elections, couldn’t the biometric method be used in other 

areas subject to claim such as the organization of public service competitions in our country? 
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SUB-THEME 3 

RECONCILIATION: A REAL CHALLENGE FOR CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

 By Dr. Sylvain N'Guessan Yao, Professor of Political Philosophy at the Ecole Normale 

Supérieure (ENS) , Expert Pool of Abidjan Policy Research Centre (RCAP ) 

 

« Il t'est possible de revivre: revois les choses comme tu les as vues, c'est ainsi que l'on revit. »   

"It is possible for you to relive: still see things as thou hast seen, this is how we relive."  

Marc Aurèle, Pensées pour moi-même, Citation 8270.    

 

SUMMARY OF THE EXPOSE 

            Reconciliation is to be seen as restoring broken links, overstepping (in the Hegelian 

sense) of befallen splits. Thus, reconciliation, to reach the presence of its own essence, poses as 

supposition of itself the split, the broken conciliation. In essence, the power of reconciliation 

applies itself by betraying itself. Therefore, any reconciliation presupposes that something has 

resigned itself. The requirement of the judgment as a moment of critical analysis and researching 

of unity is exposed in this break or division. To reconcile is to come closer, to connect, to join. 

 

As a venue of rejoining and rallying, reconciliation is an ethical appeal to mediation as a driver 

of its future. Joining the field of reconciliation means to adopt the rhythm of break-ups and the 

terms of their sudden appearance. What’s really the matter with Côte d'Ivoire from independence 

to now? Does it not reveal a kind of dialectic of reciprocity surreptitiously calling for rupture and 

reconciliation? In essence, isn’t it what St Simon seems to say, when he says that the history of 

nations is characterized by periods of crisis and organic periods?         

 After a long decade of political crisis, tense and dotted with all forms of violence, Côte 

d'Ivoire is engaged on the path of reconciliation, prior to the recovery of the first West African 

Francophone economic power. Saying that reconciliation is a primary requirement is to 

recognize that it is the strong social demand for a pledge of peace and social cohesion. Meeting 

the challenges of social demand by economic reforms, investments in social sectors and 

development infrastructure etc., ensuring the development of living together are not enough.  
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 Beyond the imperatives of development, it is important to say that reconciliation is 

socially useful. It is a promising route which may lead the Ivorian society as a whole, to live 

together: the foundation of all social progress and development of all the Ivorian nation. 

  

 Reconciliation is also a principled requirement for any political society in that it is a vital 

task that summons the very being of man, his humanity. This is not astonishing insofar as "the 

political dimension is essential and indispensable'' for being human '" (Denis Maugenest, 

Gouverner la violence, Les Editions du CERAP, p.11).  

Political experience has both an individual and collective dimension. That justifies the fact that it 

is always the experience of what is other. Alterity arises here in the heart of the social 

phenomenon and induces its historical evolution. But alterity can lead both to harmonious 

relations and altercation.  

  

 Indeed, every human being has his own individuality, his personality, and his way of 

seeing and feeling things, to represent the surrounding world that is different for everyone. 

Everyone has a unique perception of his interests of all kinds (physical, emotional, intellectual, 

and moral, etc.). ''Conflict'' is the natural result, ordinary and normal human condition. In 

permanent situation of partners-adversaries, humans are opponents by natural, social and 

historical necessity; one could say '' in existence ''; they are partners by destination or by 

vocation; one might say '' essence '' "(Denis Maugenest, op.cit, p.17). 

 

Today, isn’t the fateful project of all Ivorian to find that paradise era of peace which he left 

because of his own mistake? How to get out of this paradox of the human condition? How to 

achieve this fateful project? We dare answer by saying this: The thought, the first 

manifestation of the crisis is the initial place of reconciliation. Leaving itself to invest the 

interpersonal field, it discovers the political framework or political philosophy as another 

moment of the achievement of reconciliation under the modality of the dialectical unity 

between the individual and the universal. Similarly, in its historical significance, the 

thought finds in history the secret path of its agreement with the general dynamics of the 

history of mankind. 
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Reconciliation is first and foremost a great structural datum. It is ideational, so it is 

thought. In its various concrete manifestations, crisis is the evidence of the crisis of thought, the 

thought in crisis. Therefore, it must be able to achieve reconciliation so that by a general 

outpouring the whole social body will be irradiated. For Hegel, the thought comes out of its 

crisis, reconciles with itself unless it accepts and assumes its mediating being in the dialecticity 

of its advancement.  

The thought is always mediated and mediating in that it raises the dialectic as one of the 

three moments of the dialectics. Doesn’t any thought convene itself similar thoughts in which 

Universal is also claimed and the rational truth exposed too? In reality, what does thinking 

mean? Isn’t it "the act of joining in the Other with oneself"? The Other is not only the other man, 

it is also the world that is presented to us in all its opacity. The second frame of reconciliation is 

the political or state field. 

 

The true freedom of individual is achieved in the State. As a guarantee of balance between the 

particular and the universal, the State is the effective dimension of the ethical idea which guides 

men or citizens’ act in the social universe. In the State, the individual is not abolished under the 

Universal. It rises to the consciousness of its universal vocation as a member of the State. The 

particular and the universal reconcile, so to speak, in a dialectical unity. Therefore, reconciliation 

is a requirement enshrined in the intrinsic necessity of any State. The right to go to reconciliation 

is a prerogative accorded to any people, any society or any State which wants to preserve what 

founds the essentiality of its being: peace, harmony, respect for democratic rights, and the 

requirement of good governance. What must be understood here is this: Peace is not a judicial 

matter. It is concerned with political ethics in the sense that the political work itself is the place 

of deployment of peace. 

 

History, the frame of the handover between generations, is the third moment of reconciliation. 

The reconciliation of man with the historical reality starts from the idea that "what is rational is 

real and what is real is rational." One can then understand that it is necessary to rise above 

failures; endure pain, embrace in oneself the work of the devil as a moment of refutation, and to 

receive in oneself reconciliation as a gift of the self. Matching with the sense of history, this is 

the pledge of reconciliation. 
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 To sum up, Côte d’Ivoire must reconciled with itself for the true reconciliation is first 

achieved with oneself, with one’s own image. This is to strive to digest what it experienced, to 

heal its deep inner wounds, to sublimate them, to transcend them, to re-accept its own image as a 

country of peace. 

 


